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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


West  Hartlepool, 

February,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hartlepool  Port 
Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  I herewith  submit 
to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  at  the  Port,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1 D14. 
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I.— HOSPITAL. 


During  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1914,  there  were  127  patients  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  as  compared  with : — 


229  in  1913. 
90  „ 1912. 
43  „ 1911. 
76  „ 1910. 
107  „ 1909. 
31  „ 1908. 
50  „ 1907. 


80  in  1906. 
117  „ 1905. 
97  „ 1904. 
185  „ 1903. 
105  „ 1902. 
39  „ 1901. 
46  „ 1900. 


Of  these  127  cases  there  were 


Scarlet  Fever  98  cases  as  compared  wi 

th  219  in  1918 

Diphtheria....  11  „ ,, 

6 „ 

Typhoid  ....  15  ,,  ,, 

4 „ 

Erysipelas....  1 ,,  ,, 

0 „ 

Mumps  ....  1 ,,  „ 

0 „ 

Pemphigus  1 ,,  „ 

0 „ 

Of  these  127  cases,  there  came  from : 

West  Hartlepool 

....  *99  cases 

Cameron  Hospital  .... 

1 case 

Masonic  Hall  Hospital  (military) 

4 cases 

Seaton  Carew 

1 case 

Hartlepool  .... 

8 cases 

Hartlepool  Hospital....  .... 

....  2 „ 

Workhouse.... 

8 ,, 

Hart 

....  2 „ 

Ships 

....  4 „ 

Crippled  Children’s  Homes  .... 

....  2 „ 

Blakelock  Homes 

1 case 

127 

12  Deaths  occurred  during  the  year  giving  a percentage  of  9’4 

as  compared  with  1'7  per  cent,  in  1913. 

8'8  „ 1912. 

4.5  „ 1911. 

The  deaths  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

5 from  Typhoid  Fever. 

3 from  Scarlet  Fever. 

2 from  Diphtheria. 

1 from  Pemphigus. 

1 from  Erysipelas  and  from  Shell  Wounds. 
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This  apparently  high  death  rate  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  though  there  were  100  less  patients  in 
Hospital  than  in  1913  yet  the  number  of  Typhoid 
Fever  cases  was  nearly  four  times  greater  (15  com- 
pared with  4).  The  average  death  rate  of  this 
disease  in  Great  Britain  being  from  7 to  17  per  cent, 
of  those  attacked.  Several  of  the  cases  were  admitted 
in  a very  critical  condition. 

The  average  age  of  patients  was  11*6  years 
as  compared  with  8*6  years  in  1913. 

14*0  „ 1912. 

10*5  „ 1911. 

12‘8  „ 1910. 

Small  Pox.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
no  case  of  this  disease  occurred  either  in  the 
Hartlepools  or  on  hoard  a ship  in  port.  The  last 
case  of  this  in  the  Hartlepools  was  in  1912. 

hospital  Accommodation.  The  Hospital  is 
in  good  working  order  and  repair.  Its  accommodation 
still  suffices  to  meet  the  present  requirements  of  the 
district.  During  no  part  of  the  year  was  the  hospital 
empty.  The  intended  alterations  and  additions  to 
the  administrative  building  will  doubtless  provide 
sufficient  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff  and 
maids  for  some  time  to  come. 


T would  like  to  draw  the  Committee’s  attention 
to  the  lack  of  nursing  accommodation  for  the  Small 
Pox  Pavilion  in  case  an  epidemic  broke  out.  In  my 
opinion,  such  accommodation  should  be  provided 
as  would  be  entirely  independent  of  the  administra- 
tive block,  otherwise  there  is  very  serious  risk  of 
convalescent  patients  in  that  department  becoming 
infected.  The  Medical  Inspector  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  very  emphatic  in  pointing 
out  this  serious  defect. 


II.— SHIPPING. 

During  the  year  1914,  there  were  4 cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  imported  by  vessels  arriving  at 
this  port. 

The  number  of  vessels  visited  by  me  during 
the  year  was  40,  and  there  were  5 re-visits,  as 
compared  with  34  visits  and  7 re-visits  in  1913. 

The  causes  of  Inspection  may  be  tabulated 
as  follows : — 

32  vessels  reported  either  by  your  Inspector  or  by  H.M.  Customs 
Officers  as  having  sickness  on  board  either  on  arrival  or 
during'  the  time  of  discharging  cargoes,  or  as  having  had 
sickness  or  death  during  the  voyage. 

2 vessels  having  unsound  food  as  cargo. 

6 vessels  being  from  Cholera  or  Plague  infected  ports. 

5 re-visits. 


Cases  of  Illness  on  board  Vessels,  reported  or  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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9 


10 


11 


12 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  THE  INTRODUCTION  OF 
CHOLERA  AND  PLAGUE. 


During  tlie  year  1914,  ports  in  the  Baltic 
were  free  from  Cholera,  and  as  the  majority  of  vessels 
trading  to  this  port  are  from  Baltic  ports,  our  duties 
under  this  heading  have  been  slight.  A strict  look- 
out has,  however,  been  kept  for  vessels  arriving 
directly  or  indirectly  from  Cholera  and  Plague 
infected  ports. 


Port  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report . 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  IMPORTED  INTO  THE  PORT. 


Under  the  Unsound  Food  Regulations,  the 
following  lot  of  food  has  been  dealt  with  by  me 
during  the  year  1914. 

On  July  17th,  ex  S.S.  Dresden  from  Hamburg, 
108  chips  of  Mildewed  Black  Currants,  weighing 
approximately  648  lbs.  were  seized  as  being  un- 
sound. They  were  surrended  by  the  agent  here 
and  afterwards  destroyed  at  the  West  Hartlepool 
Refuse  Destructor. 
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Fresh  fruit  imported  from  Hamburg  and 
inspected  by  me  was  as  follows: — 

Bilberries  ....  1745  chips 

Black  Currants  ....  125  chips 

Tomatoes  ....  99  baskets 

Cherries 100  baskets 


In  addition  to  the  above  quantities  of  sugar, 
eggs,  rice,  condensed  milk  and  yeast  have  been 
inspected.  The  food  imported  coastwise  was  of 
uniformly  good  quality  and  was  comprised  mostly 
of  groceries.  The  Tinned  Goods  were  found  in  good 
condition  and  well  packed;  no  “leaky”  or  “blown” 
tins  were  discovered.  Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war 
the  importation  of  food  from  Hamburg  and  also  from 
London  has  ceased  thereby  considerably  reducing  my 
duties  of  food  inspection. 


Report  of  Vessels  inspected  during  the  year: 


'rom  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1914 

1914. 

1913. 

British  Steamships 

618 

684 

,,  Sailing  Ships  ... 

25 

35 

Foreign  Steamships 

642 

747 

,,  Sailing  Ships  ... 

75 

88 

1,360 

1,554 

Re-visits  made  to  Vessels  for  Fumigating',  to 
see  Regulations  carried  out  where  Notices 
had  been  served,  to  Passenger  Steamers, 


j - - — 0 — 

to  Vessels  from  Infected  Ports  ... 

210 

256 

1,570 

1,810 
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The  Nationality  of  these  Vessels  were  as  follows : — 


1914 

1913 

British  Steamships 

618 

685 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

25 

35 

Swedish  Steamships 

199 

225 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

44 

46 

Norwegian  Steamships 

178 

191 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

16 

21 

Danish  Steamships 

90 

74 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

4 

8 

German  Steamships 

58 

90 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

1 

0 

Dutch  Steamships 

44 

47 

Spanish  Steamships 

29 

53 

Russian  Steamships 

20 

31 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

8 

12 

Greek  Steamships 

11 

15 

French  Steamships 

8 

12 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

2 

0 

Italian  Steamships 

3 

2 

Belgian  Steamships 

1 

2 

Austrian  Steamships 

1 

2 

Urugayan  Steamships 

0 

3 

1,360 


1,554 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Vessels  of  each  nationality  inspected 

and  the  percentage  having  Sanitary  defects. 
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The  following  nuisances  and  other  defects 
were  found  and  dealt  with : — 

Dirty  Forecastles  and  Deckhouses  ...  ...  54 

Defective  Stoves  and  Funnels  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Port  Lights ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Defective  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  V entilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Deck  Lights  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  Chain  Casing  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  Forecastle  Floors  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  W.C.  and  Crew- 

Space  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Skylights  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Forecastle  Doors  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leaky  Overhead  Decks  ...  ...  ...  22 

Leaky  Hawse  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dirty  Bedding..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sweating  Ironwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  and  Foul  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Insufficient  Light  in  Forecastles  ...  ...  1 

Foul  Bilges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Food  Lockers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Fresh  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  4 


290 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the  requirements  are  known 
to  have  been  complied  with  here,  whilst  promises  to  complete  work 
abroad  were  given  in  the  case  of  exceptions.  It  may  be  pointed  out 
that  one  notice  may  cover  more  than  one  defect  or  nuisance. 
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SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Vessels  lying  in  the  Docks  have  been  watched 
and  where  necessary,  those  in  charge  of  fires  on 
board  steamers  have  been  cautioned  and  requested 
to  he  careful  when  firing  up,  so  as  to  avoid  creating 
a nuisance  from  black  smoke.  A large  number  of 
printed  notices  dealing  with  this  subject  have 
been  handed  to  masters  of  tugs,  trawlers  and 
drifters  with  the  result  that  the  nuisance  lias 
been  considerably  diminished. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  board  a number  of  vessels,  the  drinking 
water  in  use  for  the  crew  was  found  to  have  been 
taken  from  rivers.  The  master  was,  in  each  instance, 
requested  to  cause  same  to  be  emptied  and  cleansed; 
these  requests  were  complied  with  and  a fresh 
supply  obtained. 


FUMIGATION  ON  VESSELS  AFTER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Four  fumigations  were  made  on  board  vessels 
arriving  in  port  having  infectious  disease  on  board. 
Several  parcels  of  infected  clothing  were  taken  to 
your  hospital  and  disinfected  by  steam.  No  second- 
ary cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Monthly  Report 
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The  Trade  of  the  Ships  Inspected. 


Number 

Number 

Reported 

Number 
of  OrdPT*? 

Inspected 

to  be 

Defective. 

vl  V/1UCID 

Issued. 

Engaged  in  Foreign  Trade  : 

Steamers  

833 

94 

94 

Sailing  

78 

7 

7 

Fishing 

4 

0 

0 

915 

101 

101 

Engaged  in  Coasting  Trade  : 

Steamers  

423 

17 

17 

Sailing 

21 

0 

0 

Fishing 

1 

0 

0 

1,360 

118 

118 

In  conclusion  my  best  thanks  are  due  to 
the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  to  Captain  Nicholson 
and  the  respective  Dock  Masters,  and  to  Pilots  for 
the  kind  courtesy  and  assistance  which  has  been 
received  by  the  Officers  of  your  Authority. 

I also  beg  to  thank  Masters  and  Owners  of 
Shipping  for  their  aid  and  co-operation  in  enabling 
me  to  carry  out  the  various  duties  devolving  upon 
the  administration  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

S.  BIGGART,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


